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Lake Erling. Participants complete registration forms prior to ceremony 

 



 
Lake Erling.  Participants visit while completing registration forms.  

 

 
Lake Erling. Wounded Patriots, their families and volunteers gather around the fire as strips of 

the American Flag are passed out to each person.  
 



 
Lake Erling.  Following the singing of the National Anthem, John Nolan begins reading “I Am 

Your Flag” while participants stand with pieces of the American Flag.  

 
I Am Your Flag 

 
Written By Marine MSgt.Percy Webb 

 
I am your Flag  

I was born on June 14th, 1777.  
I am more than just cloth shaped into design.  

I am the refuge of the World's oppressed people.  
I am the silent sentinel of Freedom. 

I am the emblem of the greatest  
sovereign nation on earth. 

I am the inspiration for which American Patriots 
gave their lives and fortunes. 

I have led your sons into battle from Valley Forge 
to the bloody swamps of Vietnam. 

I walk in silence with each of your Honored Dead, 
to their final resting place beneath the silent  



White Crosses, row upon row. 
I have flown through Peace and War,  

Strife and Prosperity, 
and amidst it all I have been respected. 

 

My Red Stripes....symbolize the blood spilled 
in defense of this glorious nation.  

 

Lake Erling.  John Nolan asks the participants to retire the red stripe. The pieces of the 
red stripe are dropped into the fire.  

 
 

 



 

Lake Erling.  The final participant, Trey Lefitte, retires his piece of the red stripe.   



 

Lake Erling. A time of reflection.  Things are pretty quiet at this moment as we watch the red 
stripes burn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



My White Stripes....signify the burning tears 
shed by Americans who lost their sons. 

 

Lake Erling.  John Nolan asks the participants to retire the white stripe.  Each participant drops 
their piece of the white stripe into fire.  



 

Lake Erling.  The final participants drop their pieces of the white stripe into the fire.  

 
 

My Blue Field....is indicative of God's heaven 
under which I fly.  

My Stars....clustered together, unify 50 states as one,  
for God and Country. 

"Old Glory" is my nickname, 
and proudly I wave on high. 

Honor me, respect me, defend me  
with your lives and fortunes.  

Never let my enemies tear down from my lofty position, 
lest I never return.  

Keep alight the fires of patriotism,  
strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy.  

Worship Eternal God and keep His Commandments, 



and I shall remain the fortress of peace  
and freedom for all mankind.  

 

Lake Erling.  John Nolan asks the participants to retire the star.  Each person drops their star into 
the fire.  



 

Lake Erling.  The stars on a blue background burn in the fire as they are properly retired.  



 

Lake Erling.  Trey Lefitte rises with the aid of his chair to properly retire his star.  



 

Lake Erling.  Trey Lefitte completes retiring his star with a labored salute.  It is very, very quiet 
now as the sun begins to set on Lake Erling.  

 

John Nolan then drops one more star into the fire to represent those soldiers who have not yet 
returned from battle.  The ceremony was closed in prayer.  I will forever remember the smell of 
the burning flag and each time I’m in the presence of that odor my mind will race back to this 
ceremony and more specifically       retiring his star. A very powerful ceremony!  

 

 

 

 

	


